
The Reef Situation
While you are on holiday in Tahiti, the opportunity arises to join the return trip of a 
yacht to Australia. It is being crewed by two experienced sailors. The rest of the crew  
is made up of people like yourself. The voyage gets underway on April 8.  It is  
intended to sail 2,300 nautical miles (3,700 km) to Auckland (New Zealand) and then  
to Australia. This information is given to the owner and you are expected in Mooloolaba 
by mid-May.

Because of favorable conditions, it is decided to bypass New Zealand.   
Unfortunately, the radio has gone out, so you are unable to notify anyone of this  
change of plan. Your last confirmed radio report had been on April 14. Once in  
the Tasman Sea, showery and overcast conditions prevail. On the afternoon of  
April 27 the wind begins to pick up and that night it is gusting 35 knots, so only  
the two experienced sailors remain on deck. In the early hours of the morning, the  
boat suddenly goes into a complete roll and hits a reef with a single great crack. It 
comes to a halt, lying on one side. Fortunately, no one in the cabin is injured.

The yacht is shipping water through the hull and a quick look around reveals that the 
mast has gone. One of the crew is missing and is not seen again. The other  
member is still attached by his lifeline, but has been badly injured—crushed when  
the boat rolled. Before he dies, he is able to tell you that you are on Middleton  
Reef* and that it is unlikely anyone will visit the reef until next spring—four months 
away. Looking further afield you see that you are well clear of the breaker-line, but are 
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STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3

Team 
Rank
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Rank

Individual 
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Salvaged Items

Life Jackets (One per Person)
Ship’s Compass
Large Tube of Antiseptic Cream
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