
D e s e r t  —  S u r v i v a l  S i m u l a t i o n  S e r i e s

It is approximately 10 o’clock in the morning on a mid-August day and you 
have just crash-landed in the Sonoran Desert in the southwestern United  
States. The light twin-engine plane, containing the bodies of the pilot and co-
pilot, has completely burned. Only the airframe remains. The rest of you are 
uninjured.

The pilot was unable to notify anyone of your position before the crash. 
However, he had indicated before impact that you were 70 miles (113 km)  
south-southwest from a mining camp, which is the nearest known habitation, 
and approximately 65 miles (105 km) off the course that was filed in your VFR 
Flight Plan.

The immediate area is quite flat and, except for occasional barrel and saguaro 
cacti, appears to be rather barren. The last weather report indicated that the 
temperature would reach 110°F (43°C) today, which means that the  
temperature at ground level will be 130°F (54°C). You are dressed in lightweight 
clothing—
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